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Games and fun activities are a vital part of teaching English as a foreign language. Whether you’re
teaching adults or children, games will liven up your lesson and ensure that your students will
leave the classroom wanting more.

Games can be used to warm up the class before your lesson begins, during the lesson to give stu-
dents a break when you’re tackling a tough subject, or at the end of class when you have a few mi-
nutes left to kill. There are literally hundreds, probably thousands, of games that you can play with
your students. EFL games are used to test vocabulary, practice conversing, learn tenses - the list
is endless.

This list of ten classic ESL games every teacher should know will help get you started and fee-
ling prepared. Having these up your sleeve before stepping into the classroom will ensure your
lessons run smoothly, and, should things get a little out of control, you’ll be able to pull back the
attention of the class in no time.

1. Board Race

There isn’t an EFL teacher | know who doesn’t use this game in the classroom. Board Race is a fun
game that is used for revising vocabulary, whether it be words from the lesson you’ve just taught
or words from a lesson you taught last week. It can also be used at the start of the class to get stu-
dents active. It is a great way of testing what your students already know about the subject you’re
about to teach.

* Why use it? Revising vocabulary; grammar

« Who it's best for: Appropriate for all levels and ages

How to play:

This is best played with 6 students or more - the more, the better. I've used it in classes ranging
from 7-25 years of age and it's worked well in all age groups. Here's a step by step explanation:

+ Split the class into two teams and give each team a colored marker.

* If you have a very large class, it may be better to split the students into teams of 3 or 4.

* Draw a line down the middle of the board and write a topic at the top.

* The students must then write as many words as you require related to the topic in the form of a
relay race.

+ Each team wins one point for each correct word. Any words that are unreadable or misspelled
are not counted.

2. Call My Bluff / Two Truths and A Lie

Call My Bluff is a fun game which is perfect at the start of term as a ‘getting to know you’ kind of
game. It is also a brilliant ice breaker between students if you teach classes who do not know one
another -- and especially essential if you are teaching a small class size.

The game is excellent for practicing speaking skills, though make sure you save a time for after
the game to comment on any mistakes students may have made during the game. (I generally like
to reserve this for after the game, so you don't disrupt their fluency by correcting them as they
speak).

With older groups you can have some real fun and you might be surprised what you’ll learn about
some of your students when playing this particular EFL game.

+ Why use it? Ice-breaker; Speaking skills

+ Who it's best for: Appropriate for all levels and ages but best with older groups
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How to play:

+ Write 3 statements about yourself on the board, two of which should be lies and one which
should be true.

+ Allow your students to ask you questions about each statement and then guess which one is
the truth. You might want to practice your poker face before starting this game!

+ If they guess correctly then they win.

+ Extension: Give students time to write their own two truths and one lie.

+ Pair them up and have them play again, this time with their list, with their new partner. If you
want to really extend the game and give students even more time to practice their speaking/liste-
ning skills, rotate partners every five minutes.

+ Bring the whole class back together and have students announce one new thing they learned
about another student as a recap.

3. Simon Says

This is an excellent game for young learners. Whether you're waking them up on a Monday mor-
ning or sending them home on a Friday afternoon, this one is bound to get them excited and wan-
ting more. The only danger | have found with this game is that students never want to stop
playing it.

* Why use it? Listening comprehension; Vocabulary; Warming up/winding down class

* Who it's best for: Young learners

How to Play:

+ Stand in front of the class (you are Simon for the duration of this game).

* Do an action and say Simon Says [action]. The students must copy what you do.

* Repeat this process choosing different actions - you can be as silly as you like and the sillier
you are the more the children will love you for it.

* Then do an action but this time say only the action and omit ‘Simon Says’. Whoever does the
action this time is out and must sit down.

* The winner is the last student standing.

+ To make it harder, speed up the actions. Reward children for good behavior by allowing them
to play the part of Simon.
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A Tale of Two Birds

y i - .{_&.“

THERE once lived a bird and her two new-born babies in a forest. They had a nest
in a tall, shady tree and there the mother bird took care of her little ones day and
night.

One day, there was a big storm. There was thunder, lightning and rain and the
wind blew down many trees. The tall tree in which the birds lived also came down.
A big, heavy branch hit the nest and killed the bird. Fortunately for the baby birds,
the strong wind blew them away to the other side of the forest. One of them came
down near a cave where a gang of robbers lived. The other landed outside a ri-
shi's ashram a little distance away.

Days passed and the baby birds became big birds. One day, the king of the
country came to the forest to hunt. He saw a deer and rode after it. It ran deep into
the forest followed by the king. Soon the king lost his way and didn’t know where
he was.

He rode on for a long time till he came to the other side of the forest. Very tired by
now, he got off his horse and sat down under a tree that stood near a cave.
Suddenly he heard a voice cry out, “Quick! Hurry up! There’s someone under the
tree. Come and take his jewels and his horse. Hurry or else he’ll slip away.” The
king was amazed. He looked up and saw a big, brown bird on the tree under which
he was sitting. He also heard faint noises issuing from the cave. He quickly got
on to his horse and rode away as fast as he could.
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Soon, he came to a clearing which looked like an ashram. It was the rishi’s
ashram. The king tied his horse to a tree and sat down in its shade. Suddenly he
heard a gentle voice announce, “Welcome to the ashram, Sir. Please go inside
and rest. The rishi will be back soon. There’s some cold water in the pot. Please
make yourself comfortable.” The king looked up and saw a big, brown bird in the
tree. He was amazed. ‘This one looks like the other bird outside the cave,’ he said
to himself aloud.

“You are right, Sir,” answered the bird. “He is my brother but he has made friends
with robbers. He now talks as they do. He doesn’t talk to me any more."” Just then
the rishi entered the ashram.

“Welcome, Sir,” he said to the king. “Please come inside and make yourself at
home. You look tired. Rest for a while. Then you can share my food."

The king told the rishi the story of the two birds and how each had behaved so
differently though they looked so alike. “The forest is full of surprises,"” he said.

The holy man smiled and said, “After all, one is known by the company one
keeps. That bird has always heard the talk of robbers. He imitates them and talks
about robbing people. This one has repeated what he has always heard. He welco-
mes people to the ashram. Now, come inside and rest. I'll tell you more about this
place and these birds."
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A woman was sitting in her hotel room
when there was a knock at the door. She
opened the door to see a man whom she
had never seen before. He said "oh I'm
sorry, | have made a mistake, |1 thought
this was my room.” He then went down
the corridor and in the elevator. The
woman went back into her room and
phoned security. What made the woman
so suspicious of the man?

Answer:

You don't knock on your own hotel door and the man did.




Riddle I

You will always find me in the past. | can
be created in the present, But the future
can never taint me. What am 1?

Answer:
History



What 8 letter word can have a letter taken
away and it still makes a word.

Take another letter away and it still
makes a word. Keep on doing that until
you have one letter left. What is the word?

Answer:
The word is starting! starting, staring, string, sting, sing, sin, in, i. Cool,huh?
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WordBrain
For Kids

Food
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Look at the pictures and choose your breakfast?

e =

Bread Cupcake Pancake

el






Kish Institute of Science and Technology

Strawberry

Watermelon

Apple

Apricot






